Marianist International Volunteers

MIV
Thank you for your interest in the Marianist International Volunteers Program (MIV)! The MIV program was created in 2002 by the World Council of the Marianist Family, which comprises all four branches of the Marianist Family: the Marianist Brothers (SM), the Marianist Sisters (FMI), the Marianist Lay Communities (MLC) and the Marial Alliance (AM).   

The main goal of the MIV program is to network the whole Marianist Family so as to receive and distribute information about those parts of the world with lay volunteer programs and to know how they operate.
 
The MIV centralizes all the information about:
 

Marianist Volunteer Programs: Description of each program and permanent communication with its directors. 

 

Current Marianist Volunteers: Stories and pictures of current Marianist volunteers. 

 

Former Marianist Volunteers: Stories and pictures of previous voluntary experiences in some of the current Marianist volunteer programs. 

 

Prospective Volunteers: Counseling, support and networking with programs directors and with Marianist volunteers.

General Characteristics of Marianist Volunteers:

Marianist Volunteers are called to leave their place of origin to do a term of full-time service in areas of pastoral work or human promotion during a pre-determined period of time. Volunteers work for parishes, schools, NGOs, etc. and they receive permanent support from the local Marianist Family. 
 

Specific Characteristics of Marianist Volunteers:
Previous Preparation: Necessary discernment process with spiritual counseling, and with the support of the MIV and of other Marianist volunteers.
General Requirements: 

· Minimum age: 21 (some programs accept volunteers over 18) 

· Very good command of the local language 

· Previous experiences of service or mission 

· Skills or profession relevant to the local needs 

· Recommendation(s) 

Duration: From 6 months to a year, renewable to two.
 

Types of Placement: Some Marianist Volunteers work in pastoral areas (catechism, liturgy, evangelization, community leadership), others in human promotion (urban or rural development, education, health, case work, mediation) or in both, depending on the real needs of the place where volunteers serve. In general, volunteers work in areas related to their fields. 
 

Community Life: Marianist Volunteers may live in community with other volunteers of their same program, with volunteers of other programs, or with lay people or local families. 
 

Marianist Support: There is always Marianist presence (lay or religious) in the community that hosts volunteers, to accompany and support them throughout their experience. 

For further information about specific Marianist volunteer experiences, visit our web-page at www.marianist.org  or if you would like to get more specific information about volunteering with the Marianists, contact Mr. José Luis Pérez, the MIV Coordinator.

Mr. José Luis Pérez

Mailing Address: José Bonifacio 2153  3º C 

 (1406) Buenos Aires, Argentina

E-mail Address: joseluisperez@sinectis.com.ar
If you feel called to join any of the existing Marianist Volunteer Programs around the world, please fill out the following application form, and send it to the MIV Coordinator via e-mail or in the regular mail.
Marianist International Volunteers

MIV

Application Form
A) Personal Information

1. Name: ______________________________________________       

2. Date of Birth  ______________________________________

3. Place of Birth _________________________________________

4. Current Address  ____________________________________________________  

City ___________________      State/Province _______________      Zip _______   

Phone ___________________   Fax  __________________    e-mail__________________________

5. ID/ Passport #  _________________________
6.  Marital  Status _____________________    

7. Citizenship(s)  _________________________________________

8.  How did you find out about the Marianist Volunteers? ___________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________

9. Term of service you are willing to volunteer:  From______________    to ___________________

10.  Place(s) where you would be interested in volunteering: (please visit our website www.marianist.org to find out about the different volunteer placements with the Marianists around the world): 

B) Education

Give names and city/ state/ country location of all post elementary/ high schools you have attended plus the dates of graduation and any areas of concentration.

	Name of School


	Location of School (city/ country)
	Dates attended (from – to)
	Major or Area of Study
	Type of Degree or Certificate
	Date received or Expected

	A.


	
	
	
	
	

	B.


	
	
	
	
	

	C.


	
	
	
	
	


C)  Marianist International Volunteers Self-Reference Form:
Interest and Motivation

1. What are some of the reasons you want to be a volunteer?  What do you hope to gain from this year?

2. How do you seek to integrate your faith into your life/ work as a volunteer?

3. What Christian denomination do you belong to?  In what local parish, congregation, Christian Community or Movement do you participate?

4. Mention several important convictions that have most affected your past decisions.

5. What is your current experience of prayer in your life?

6. Which social and moral issues concern you most?

7. In what capacity do you think you can contribute as a Marianist Volunteer?

8. What type of work are you best suited for?  Explain if necessary.

9. If you do not become a Marianist Volunteer, what are your alternative plans?

10. How does your experience as a Marianist Volunteer fit into your career goals and aspirations for the future?

Personality Profile

1. List some of your personal strengths, and explain how you have been able to use them, especially to serve others.

2. We all have our weak points.  What would you see as possible areas of difficulty for you as a Marianist Volunteer, especially considering your prospective international experience?

3. How would you assess your command of the language of the place of service?  Did you ever get any certification of proficiency in this language?  Which one(s)?

4. Have you ever used this language for real communicational situations outside the classroom?

5. How do you react to problems or deal with difficult situations?

Community Lifestyle

1. Please list the names and present ages of immediate family members.  What have you learnt/ enjoyed about your family?  What has been the hardest thing for you about your family? 

2. Detail your different living situations including your present one. 

3. What interpersonal skills, personal talents would you bring to a group living situation?

4. What would be most difficult for you living in community with others?

5. Describe how you envision living in a Christian Community would be like for you.

6. Some Marianist Volunteer Programs require communal participation in prayer, shared meals and community meetings.  How do you feel about these aspects of community life?

D)    Additional Information

It is the goal of the MIV to select volunteers who will fit well in the community to which they will be assigned.  Therefore, we need to ask some rather personal questions.  Your  responses to the nest questions are not asked for discriminatory purposes but are asked to determine whether one volunteer community or another is better for you.  These questions are designed to ascertain which program you may fit best.  Be assured that your responses to these questions will be confidential and will be revealed to no one other than personnel having reason to need such information.

1. Do you have any health concerns or dietary restrictions that would need to be taken into account in a community living situation?

2. Do you take any medications regularly?  If so, what are they?

3. Have you ever been in counseling or therapy?  If so, how has it benefited you?

4. Have you ever been diagnosed or sought treatment for substance abuse?  If so, what insights did you gain from this experience?

Emergency contact: ____________________________________________________________

                                                              (Name)                                          (Relation)

____________________________________________________________________________

                                                                  (Full Address)

____________________________________________________________________________

                                                                  (Phone)

E)  Marianist International Volunteers Personal Statement

Discuss some or all of the following suggested items in an essay.  It will help us get to know you better and find a suitable assignment for you.

· Mention significant events in your life, and the people involved in them. How did they influence you in your development?

· If applicable, describe a past international experience, perhaps in which you needed to use a foreign language.  Mention some difficulties you encountered, how you managed to sort them out, and explain its impact on your life now.

· Explain your interest in volunteering with the Marianists internationally.

· Mention your preference of city or country where you would like to serve, and explain the  reasons for your choice.
